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At the Commencement Exercises of the Homaopathic College 
of Physicians and Surgeons, Thursday evening, February 26 : 

Ladies and Gentlemen:—You are the “first fruits” of the 
Homeopathic College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo. 
You go forth from this hall-to-night as the first representatives, 
and we trust the exemplars of an institution destined to mark an 
epoch in the medical profession. We have, in a measure, com- 
mitted to your care the character and honor of our College and 
we hope and trust that by your future conduct you will aid in the 
elevation of the former, while you will defend and uphold the 
latter under all circumstances. In your future “struggle for 
life” you will, at all times, have the cordial co-operation and 
encouragement of the Faculty, and your successes and your tri- 
umphs will be scarcely less gratifying to you than they will be to 
us. We feel, in sending you forth to aid your professional breth- 
ren in their endeavors to alleviate the sufferings of mankind, very 
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much as a parent who sees his first-born leaving the parental roof- 
tree. 

Our College had to encounter what every progressive move- 
ment—what every new enterprise has had to encounter since the 
world began—opposition, But we are here to-night to say to you 
that we have triumphed; that our institution is a fixed fact; that 
those who opposed us in the first instance have either recognized 
the fact that the good cause will prevail—that merit and truth 
and eternal justice cannot be permanently overthrown or cast 
down—or they have retired within the shadow of their own insig- 
nificance. 

It is a fact, as remarkable as it is lamentable, that there are 
men in the medical profession, men of signal ability and capacity, 
who will not recognize the great discoveries that have been made 
in the healing art. They as tenaciously adhere to their old system 
as do the followers of Zoroaster to their tenants. But a few days 
since I asked one of them if he practiced the system of rational 
medicine, and he said, “No, I practice according to the old 
school.” 

Our College is not a protest against the old school, but an eyi- 
dence of advancement of progress. We do not denounce any up- 
right physician who conscientiously practices according to any 


> 


recognized school. The men we denounce are the pretentious 
charlatans who pretend to their patients that they are practicing 
homeopathy or allopathy, and do not do it. We say out upon the 
men who, when asked by us if they believe in the system of 
rational medicine, as taught in our College, say certainly we do, 
and we practice it, but it would be ruinous to us to permit our 


patients to know Bhs 


Our College not only recognizes the fact that important discov- 
eries have been made, but its mission is to teach those discoveries, 
and through its graduates give mankind the benefit of those dis- 
coveries. 

In the legal profession we seek out the latest auth »\ies, the 
ripest fruits of the judicial intellects, and make use of them. 
Every sound lawyer is cognizant of the great growth of the law 
that has resulted from the introduction into common use of the 
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new means of locomotion, of transmission, of production, and of 
destruction, and from the new relations that have been created by 
the railroad, the telegraph, the telephone, and the multitudinous 


instruments of human progress and aggrandizement. The lawyer 


who would fail to recognize these significant facts and keep pace 
with the times would soon be supplanted by his more practical 
and vigorous compeer. 

In the arts, in science, in the law as well as in the productive 
and distributive forces, by means of modern research and experi- 
ence, great discoveries have recently been made, new truths have 
been elicited, and old principles have been extended so as to 
embrace the latest results of intellectual labor. 

The medical profession must keep pace with the advance made 
in all other instrumentalities of human knowledge, It will not 
suffice to say that, when the discovery was made that a certain 
medicine was a better remedy for a fever than an Indian’s incan- 
tation, we have attained to the penultimate degree of medi- 
cal skill and knowledge. Our Faculty does not claim to be pos- 
sessed of knowledge that is not within the reach of all their pro- 
fessional brethren. They simply wish to avail themselves of the 
best results of all the discoveries and investigations that have 
been made = Instead of locking the door to human progress they 
set it wide open, and practice and teach neither according to the 
one pathy nor the other exclusively, but, by combining all that is 
really valuable in all of the schools, they present to their students 
and to the public a system of rational medicine which is believed 
to be the best adapted to the wants and necessities of mankind. 

The only rivalry there should be between medical colleges is 
that generous one which shall send forth the best instructed corps 
of medical students. Our College has no other rivalry than that, 
Its doors are open to all. We make no discrimination on account 
of sex or “previous condition of servitude.” The medical pro- 
fession is especially adapted to the capacity of women. As women 
make the best nurses, we see no reason why they may not become 
equally as efficient and eminent in the capacity of physicians. 

But Iam consuming more time than I had intended to occupy. 


I rose simply for the purpose of presenting to our young friends 











68 The Physicians and Surgeons’ Investigator. 


their diplomas, and to say a kind and encouraging word to them, 
In conclusion, I would say to them, go forth upon your errand of 
mercy. Deal honorably and fairly by every interest that may be 
entrusted to your care. Devote your time diligently to your 
studies. Resolve to be master of your profession. It is a calling 
as honorable as it is important. Ever labor to elevate its standard, 
Never refuse to receive instruction. Avail yourselves of every 
means of information that you cancommand. Cultivate the most 
cordial relations with your professional brothers. You are labor. 
ers inacommon cause. Do all that lies in your power to amelior. 
ate the condition of the unfortunate of your fellow-beings. Let 
not your principal object be the acquisition of money, but to 
become eminent for your virtues, famous for your skill in the 
curing of diseases, and renowned as benefactors of mankind. 


Surgical Department. 





A CASE OF TRAUMATIC TETANUS SUCCESSFULLY TREATED 
WITH STRYCHNIA. 





By 8. W. Werwore, M. D., Professor of Surgery in College of Physicians and Surgeons, 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
{Read before Buffalo Academy of Medicine, March 9, 1880. | 





Mr. President and Members of the Academy: 


Inasmuch as you have bestowed upon me the honor of being the 
first to address the Association since its incorporation, I should 
set an example for my successor essayists by being perspicuous, 
systematic, succinct, and practical; but should I fail in all these 
save that of brevity, you will please take the disposition for lack 
of ability. 

The subject selected for this evening’s discussion was chosen 
with a view of bringing before this body that which in our hum- 
ble opinion is the best evidence of the truth of the law of corres- 
pondence in the treatment of disease. 


It is that of Zetanus successfully treated by Strychnia, with an 
illustrative case of our own, and reference to several well-authen- 
ticated cases reported to have been treated in a like manner. 
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Traumatie Tetanus. 69 


On the morning of December 9, 1877, we were called to see 
Mr. 


pook-keeper. Found him suffering from a very severe contusion 





, aged 41; of intemperate habits, and by occupation a 


of the right arm, caused by a wheel of a street car. It appears 
that the night previous, in attempting to get off from the forward 
end of a car while in motion, he was thrown across the rail in front 
of the wheel, which, instead of passing over his body, pushed him 
for some distance on the track. 

Dr. Joseph Fowler, of this city, was immediately called, and con- 
veyed him to his—the patient’s — residence in a hack. On ex- 
amination the following morning the arm was found much swol- 
len, severely contused, cold, but no bones broken. There was, 
however, no pulsation at the wrist in either artery; but in the up- 
per brachial region it was distinct. There was no hemorrhage, 
save a slight venous oozing from a small opening below the elbow, 
which was the only point visible where there was a solution of 
continuity of the soft parts. 

Evidentiy the brachial artery near the elbow had been injured 
sufficiently to interfere with the circulation. The arm was kept 
warm with carded wool, in hopes to establish collateral circulation 
sufficient to nourish the member, the patient made comfortable 
with McMunn’s Elixer Opii. gtts. xx5 every two or three hours; 
and, in consequence of his predisposition to mania a potu, he was 
allowed spiritus frumenti ss. pro re natu. December 1) th, no im- 
provement in the circulation, temp. 105°, pulse 129, suffering con- 
siderable pain, restless, and at 5 o’clock, p. M., somewhat delirious. 

December Lith. Delirium Tremens well established; no improve- 
ment in the arm. My favorite anodyne prescription was ordered, 
viz.: R Hydrate Chloral, Bromide Potash, Aqua Dist. aa 3s, Mix 
thoroughly by triturating, Sig. xx to xxx gtts. inmucilage or syr- 
upus simplices every two, three, or four hours, At 4 o’olock, p. M., a 
consultation was held with Drs. J. F. Miner, J. D. Hill, and Joseph 
Fowler. The patient was quiet and comfortable, but no improve- 
ment in arm, blebs forming, a crepitant-tissue and other evidences 
evincing approaching gangrene. 

Council advised free opening to relieve the tension. I accord- 
ingly made two very extensive incisions from seven to nine inches 
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in length down to the bone. Previous to this I had advised am- 
putation, and at this juncture pressed the necessity more earnestly, 
I was, however, overruled by council, in the hopes that there 
might be an improvement by the following morning. 


December 12th, 9, a. a. No improvement, and I amputated the 
arm at the shoulder joint. The delirium was kept under control by 
the Chloral mixture, 


Everything went on admirably until December 17th, when it 
was observed that the patient conld not get his mouth open. 
Within six hours the museles of the neck, and particularly the 
sterno-cleido mastoides and trapezius, were well marked with rigid- 
ity. The patient not being able to swallow, the chloral mixture 
was given in teaspoonful quantities by enema in thin starch. 

December 18. Statu quo; treatment continued, substituting 
beef essence as a vehicle for the anodyne as well as nourishment, 

December 19. No improvement so far as the érismus was con- 
cerned. Patient rested quietly while under influence of soporific. 

December 20. Patient very much depressed in consequence of 
the long continued effects of the Chloral mixture. Deeming it ex- 
pedient, I desisted its use, and substituted morphia sulphus hypo- 
dermically. The patient was kept moderately quiet under its use 
by introducing 4, 4, or } gr. every three, four, or six hours, but it 
did not relieve the tonic spasm of the muscles. 

Looking upon this as a case of fraumatic tetanus, not unlike 
those that were reported to have been treated successfully with 
appreciable doses of strychnia, and believing it to be indicated 
homeopathical.y, rationally, and practically, J resolved to bring it 
into requisition. I therefore wrote a prescription for another fa- 
vorite formula, viz.: & Strychnia cryst. gr. i. one, Acidi Acetici 
gtts. v., Alcohol gtts. viii, Aqua Distil. 3 i; mix. Of this xxx gtts. 
were given by enema (equivalent to ;, of a grain). In four hours 
the enema was repeated with xx gtts.; in four hours following 
xv gtts.; and at my next visit he declared he could move his jaw 
better, and could swallow without so much disposition to spasm, 
The dose was then diminished to x gtts. | of a grain every four 
hours, with fluid nourishment, ete. 
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Traumatic Tetanus. 71 


December 22. The strychnia was discontinued; stump dressed 
for the fourth time; two ligatures detached and came away; every- 
thing lovely. 

December 23, p.m. Sent for in haste, as “ Mr. ——— had lock- 
jaw again worse than ever.” On arrival I found that the masseter 
temporal and pterygoid muscles were quite firmly contracted; but 
the muscles of the neck and throat, especially those concerned in 
deglutition were unaffected. He was, however, suffering from 
great fear and anxiety; his face was flushed, skin hot and dry. I 
prescribed ‘ae. et bel. @ combined, every hour for six hours, and 
the sol. strych. to be resumed in doses of xv gtts. every three 
hours. 

In twenty-four hours he was well again, and the strychnia was 
gradually withdrawn; but the paroxysms were sure to return if 
the remedy was suspended beyond forty-eight hours. Nux @ was 
substituted, but did not meet the requirements of the case, The 
main ligature came away on the first day of January, 1878, but 
my patient persisted in having ¢résmus more or less for ten days 
after; it finally yielded, however, to strychnia alone, and he en- 
tirely recovered. 


An important feature in this case worthy of mention occurred 
during his convalescence, It was that of impacled feces in the 
sigmoid flexure and rectum. During his entire sickness the bowels 
were kept open with enemata, and it was supposed they were en- 
tirely free. 

January 14. I left the case in charge of Dr. A. M. Barker for 
afew days, while I was spending a few days in New York, On 
my return the doctor informed me that “ he had delivered my pa- 
tient, not of a child, but of an amount of fecal matter, certainly as 
large as a child’s head, so impacted that he was obliged to use a 
spoon and scoop it out.” 


Question. What was the physiological effect of these prolonged 
appreciable doses? Not how it might, and evidently did, bring 
about a curative action; but, was not the cause of the constipa- 
tion due to partial paralysis of the muscular coat of the canal pro- 
ducing so much atony that the power of expulsion was lost? 
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Provers of nua vomica and its alkaloid sfrychnia have shown 
that their primary action on the alimentary canal was to produce 
constipation, and their secondary effect was that of relaxation, 
This, it seems to us, would depend entirely upon the dose; if large 
enough, its physiological effect would be to diminish the peristal- 
tic action, and hence constipation. Relaxation might follow from 
paralysis, from irritation of scybala, or from a passive increase of 
the peristaltic movement, or from other causes, such as the neuro- 
tic effect of the drug over the vasso-molor system influencing the 
secernents, etc., etc, 

On reviewing the authorities I find that strychnia was used to 
allay spasm long before the enunciation of the law of similars, 
Thus Desportes, Delile, Ortila, Geoffrey, Thompson, and others 
speak of it. In that connection Linneus strongly recommended 
it to the profession soon after his visit to Lapland, where it was 
used for the purpose of controling Pyrosis, an endemic common 
in that country, and characterized by paroxysms of extreme pain 
and heat at the epigastric region, with spasm and contraction ac- 
companied with an eructation of a clear fluid resembling water. 
For this condition they gave nux vomica in ten grain doses three 
times aday. We find, however, that strychnia was not suggested 
for true tetanus until 1836, and then by Mr. Morgan, Mayo, and 
Watson. 

Dr. Watson, in his very comprehensive treatise, speaks of it as 
follows: “Strychnia has been suggested as a remedy for severe 
tetanus, not in infinitesimal doses, as Hahnemann would, I sup- 
pose, prescribe it, but in sufficient quantity to produce a sensible 
effect. . . . . [t would be justifiable, I conceive, to give the strych- 
nia in the hope that it might occasion a morbid action which 
would supersede the morbid action of the disease, and yet be less 
perilous and more manageable than it. But it would be right to 
try such a remedy as this in the first instance in corpose vili, wpon 
one of the lower animals. This, were it successful, would be a 
cure according to the Hahnemannic doctrine.” 


Evidently this world-renowned author was obliged to admit be- 


fore his death similia similibus curantur was based upon the foun- 
dation of truth; for about 1840 several well marked cases of trau- 
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matic tetanus were reported to have recovered while being treated 
with appreciable doses of strychnine, In Steele’s Materia Medica 
we find an account of seven cases reported in 1847 by Dr. Fell, of 
New York. Six of these followed and were the result of wounds, 
and all recovered under the administration of Strychnia in doses 
of $ or j, of a grain, and followed in two hours with the ,;, redue- 
ing the dose as the patient was relieved. 

The remedies most frequently used in tetanus by Old School 
practitioners are Opium, or its alkaloids, Chloral, and Indian 
Hemp. Many reported cases of cure are on record by the last 
named drug. 

Let us for a moment look at the pathological condition of the 
cord in the two nafural varieties of tetanus — idiopathic and trau- 
matic — and then briefly compare them with the artificial or drug 
disease. 

We believe it would be reasonable to classify tetanus into two 
forms, true and false, or organic and functional; and the varieties, 
or causes, into fraumatic and idiopathic. A good illusiration of 
the traumatic variety would be the case recorded in this paper, 
and of the idiopathic, the worst possible imaginable case of opis- 
thotonos accompanying cerebro-spinal meningitis. On the other 
hand a case of well marked hysteria would represent the false or 
functional form. In the ¢rue there is a fonic, and in the false a 
elonie spasm. 

In the ¢rue, organic, tonie spasm, whether from traumatic or id- 
iopathic cause, the post mortem appearances of the vessels of the 
cord and its meinbranes are, as a general rule, found engorged, 
congested, and an increased amount of serum is present. Death 
rarely occurs from the functual, false, clonic form, and hence op- 
portunities have not been presented for like investigations; but it 
is generally conceded to be confined to the vasso-motor nerves, 
and induced by a peculiar excitation of the ganglionic and reflex- 
motor nerve cells, and mainly under control of the emotions, such 
as fear, anxiety, grief, joy, and mirth, as well as sympathy with 
other organs in morbid states, as the various uterine conditions. 

The anatomical characters in the artificial, or drug, variety of 
tetanus, when death occurs from strychnine, differ only in two or 
three characteristics from the normal organic forms, 
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Ist. It appears to have an elective affinity for the anterior col- 
umns of the spinal cord, the motor nerve cells, and not the whole 
series of Spinal Ganglia, as in tetanus proper. 

2d. The spasmodic contraction of muscular fibre is clonic before 
death, and tonic after; while in ¢rwe normal tetanus it is tonie be- 
fore and complete relaxation after death, 

3d. Death from strychnia is usually from asphyxia, showing that 
the Medulla Oblongata is more involved than in tetanus traumatic 
or idiopathic, which shows more of an afflnity for the dorsal and 
lumber portions of the cord, in which event death is the result of 
exhaustion, or apnea, Prof. E. M. Hale, M. D., of Chicago, says 
in his Zherapeutics: “Idiopathic tetanus has its origin ia the cord 
or its membranes. Traumatic tetanus commences at the periphery 
of the body. Now it is difficult to imagine that tetanus of a cen- 
tral origin is the same as a tetanus of a peripheral, No record has 
been found of the treatment of idiopathic tetanus by strychnine.” 

In the very next paragraph he says: “I have frequently pre- 
scribed the 6c. of strychnia in the tetanic spasms of cerebro-spinal 
meningitis (which is an idiopathie tetanus), with the best results, 


and I should have equal. confidence in the higher attenuations.” 


On the same page the author says: “I should not dare to pre- 
scribe strychnia under the 6th centesimal attenuation in true teta- 
nus.” By this we figure not less than the 1,000,000,000th part of a 
grain at a dose (beginning with one grain of strychnia and ninety- 
nine grains of sugar of milk). 

If, however, the doctor means by the 6c. the 600th attenuation, 
we believe the quantity of strychniain a single dose is something 
that “no man can find out;” life is too short to figure the amount 
of material. 

What can we do without the material in the treatment of dis- 
ease, so far as the drug action is concerned? We believe the pa- 
tient would be just as much benefited by throwing past hima 
bottle hermetically sealed containing the crystals of strychnia as 
to give him the 600th. 

It is very strange, indeed, that a malady so grave as traumatic 
or idiopathic tetanus can be treated as effectually by prescribing 
the name of the drug, in some instances, as the eighth or tenth of 
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a grain of the material in others. Dr. Fell, of New York, reports 
seven cases of recovery by the latter potency, and Hale several by 
the former. It is said “there is much ina name,” but this must 
be the crux mathimaticionum. 

Strange as it may seem, a careful examination of all the homeo- 
pathic works at our command has failed to find a single case of 
tetanus treated with strychnia. A great number of remedies are 
mentioned, but the one of all others that we believe is truly home@o- 
pathic was introduced to the profession and repeatedly used 
by the Old School practitioners, and always in appreciable doses. 

In conclusion, a brief résumé may serve to fix some important 
points. Ist. In our opinion the anatomical characters have no 
marked differentials in the idiopathic or traumatic varieties; 
whether it be centric or excentric in its origin; whether it arise 
from mal-nutrition of the cord, or from peripheral irritation, the 
microscopic appearances of the cord are the same. 

2d. We see no good reason why the same dose of the same rem- 
edy should not control the two varieties alike. 

3d. The difference between the symptoms and anatomical char- 
acters of true and drug tetanus is well marked. They are very 
similar but not identical; if they were, “the remedy would be 


worse than the disease,” for “ 


aggravations ” would be most sure 
to follow the administration of appreciable doses, and the result 


be disastrous to both the patient and physician. 


Department of Physiology and Hygiene. 
THE ETIOLOGY OF PUERPERAL ECLAMPSIA. 


BY FRANKLIN D. PIERCE, M. D., BUFFALO, N. Y. 











Concerning the Etiology of Puerperal Eclampsia—one of the 
most appalling complications which the obstetrician ever has to 
encounter—many ingenious theories have been advanced ; but even 
to-day the question is not settled. ‘The prevailing opinion with 
many has been that puerperal convulsions result, in the vast ma- 
jority of cases, from uremic toxemia. It has been believed that 
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uremia is indicated by the presence of albumen in the urine, but 
that this is not necessarily the case has been abundantly proved by 
clinical observation. Franz Simon says that he has frequently 
detected albuminuria in persons in the enjoyment of good health, 
Others have observed it in rheumatism, inflammations of the thor- 
acic organs, in the malarial and contagious fevers, cholera, affec- 
tions of the liver, ete. Budge has found albuminuria after a 
puncture of the cerebellum; and Cl. Bernard has occasionally 
obtained the same result after puncturing the medulla oblongata. 
It has also been observed to follow severe physical exertion, (See 
London Lancet, vol. 1, p. 376, 1876). Therefore, may it not, in 
some cases be the effect of the convulsions rather than the cause? 

Professors G. S. Bedford, Fordyce Barker, and others, have sug- 
gested “whether the same profound impression on the spinal 
system, which, in the pregnant and puerperal woman, culminates 
in puerperal convulsions, may not also so modify the functions 
of the kidneys as to result in albuminuria.” 

It is certain that albuminuria may exist under a great variety of 
circumstances. It may be due to some change in the blood, a 
structural or dynamic change in the kidney, some obstruction to 
the venous circulation, ete. 

I will not say but that uremia may sometimes be the cause of 
puerperal convulsions; but that they are the result of uremic 
intoxication in the great majority of cases, as has been contended 
by C. Braun and others, 1 do noé believe. Many cases of this 
fearful malady have occurred in which there have been no symp- 
toms indicative of a lesion in the kidney, and in which, after death, 
able pathologists could discover no structural change in that 
organ, and in many severe cases no urea is to be detected in the 
blood. Stannius states that urea injected into the blood is harm- 
less; and Petroff has injected a large quantity into the blood with- 
out causing coma. Bichat, Courten, Gaspard, Vauquelin, Segalas, 
Frerichs, and others, after injecting into the veins urea and urine, 
never, in a single instance, observed convulsions. Among others 
Prevost and Dumas, Segalas, Tiedeman, Gmelin, Mitscherlich, Cl. 
Bernard, Barreswill, Stannius, and Frerichs have extirpated the 
kidneys, and have never known convulsions to ensue. 
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Again, Bright, Christison, Frerichs and Rees have cited cases in 
which a large amount of urea existed in the blood of man, unac- 
companied by any of the symptoms of uremia; and Frerichs says 
in one instance in which he detected the greatest amount he had 
ever observed, there was no approach to uremic disturbance. 

Vauquelin and Segalas, so far from regarding urea as a poison, 
have proposed to administer it as a diuretic. 

Professor Hammond has proved (see American Journal of Medi. 
oal Sciences, January, 1861) that the hypothesis of Frerichs, that 
the urea becomes decomposed into the carbonate of ammonia, is 
erroneous; and Johnson, Richardson, and others are of the same 
opinion. 

Oppler, Schottin, Perls and Zalesky believe that uremic mani- 
festations depend mainly and essentially on the accumulation in 
the blood and tissues of creatine, creatinin, and other extractives. 


I will here venture to suggest what seems to me a possible, and 
not very improbable, predisposing cause of puerperal convulsions, 
in some cases; and that is the non-elimination or reabsorption of 
one or more of the excretory principles of the feces. We know 
that various substances when introduced into the blood are, under 
certain conditions, capable of evoking convulsive phenomena; and 
why is it not just as reasonable to suppose that exeretine or ster- 
corine is the toxical agent as urea or carbonate of ammonia? This 
hypothesis would seem to be snpported by several well-known 
facts. The intrusion of the gravid uterus into the cavity of the 
abdomen must necessarily be attended with a thrusting upwards 
and backwards of the bowels, and, in this constrained position, the 
intestine loses much of its peristaltic activity, and thus admits 
of large and unsuspected accumulations of stercoracious matter, 
which, as Dr. Meigs says, amount to many pounds in weight, even 
though the woman may have a daily dejection that leads her to 
think that the bowels are free enough. Dr. Meigs further says 
that “we are often informed of the enormous, the most surprising 
quantity of the dejections observed on the operation of the first 
dose of medicine taken after the lying-in. So much have I been 
accustomed to hear remarks of this sort that I believe it is far 
more common than not for the pouches of the colon, in the latter 
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stages of pregnancy, to contain many pounds of stercoral matters 
that become drier and more consistent than they ought to be.” 


I know of two severe cases in which the convulsions ceased after 
enormous fecal evacuations from the administration of croton oil, 

Dr. Beale, in speaking of the effects of constipation (see “ Dis. 
ease Germs,” p. 365 e¢ seq.), says: “ Excrementitious materials, 
which should be entirely removed, get reabsorbed into the circula- 
tion, and, though no doubt changed and perhaps excreted from 
other surfaces in a different state, cannot fail to derange, at least 
to some extent, the delicate action of the nervous and muscular 
tissues.” 

I think it was Dr, Collins who said that “ medicine is filled with 
false facts.” This aphorism is about as applicable to our times as 
it was to Dr. Collins’. ‘The master minds of the present day, with 
all their supposed progress, are compelled to admit that we are but 
very impetfectly acquainted with the physiological changes occur- 
ring in the tissues of the human organism, and this is especially 
true of the nervous system; and we know but very little of what 
the immediate or remote effects are from the retention or non-for- 
mation of certain excrementitious substances, 

I believe with Dr. A. Fourrier, who, on this subject, speaks thus: 
“ Enfin cette alteration chimique du sang est encore nal definie, et 
la science attend sur ce point de nouvelles recherches.” 

By some the cause of eclampsia has been attributed to a 
derangement of the circulation consequent upon the pressure of 
the gravid uterus and distended colon upon the larger vessels. By 
this means the quality of the blood is impaired, and it becomes 
more noxious ta the tissues, and the nerve-centers being especially 
susceptible, are, therefore, the more likely to suffer. 

The mechanical pressure of two such vast masses, as the gravid 
uterus and an overloaded colon upon the emulgent veins, is a pow- 
erful predisposing cause of nephritis. The eliminating power of 
the organs being thus nullified, cer'. 1 excretory principles are 


retained in the blood, and nervous: . | convulsive phenomena are 
the necessary and natural consequences. 

Frankenhauser believes that the sudden occurrence of the 
eclampsic attack following all extrinsic sources of irritation, as 
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pressure of the foetal head upon the cervix, introduction of the 
hand into the uterus, ete, and from emotional causes, goes to 
prove that the nervous system, and not the vascular system, is the 
starting point of puerperal eclampsia, as was conjectured many 
year's ago by Dr. Tyler Smith, 

Frankenhauser has demonstrated, by careful dissections, a direct 
connection between the nerves of the uterus and the renal ganglia. 

This discovery may lead to an explanation of the albuminuria 
of eclampsic patients. 

In conclusion, I will say that, with our present knowledge of 
the natural and morbid processes occurring in the physical mechan - 
ism, it seems to me that an exclusive view of the etiology of puer- 
peral eclampsia is not to be entertained. Clinical observations 
have demonstrated that the following conditions may be regarded 
as predisposing causes: Toxwmia, hyperasthesia of the general or 
local nervous system, mechanical impediments to a free circulation 
of the blood, hydremia, certain emotional states, fatigue from 
tedious labor, and primiparity. 

Dr. Barnes has remarked that “emotional affectability is the 
measure of convulsive liability.” Of eighty-five cases of convul- 
sions meutioned by Dr. Collins, seventy-three occurred in primi- 
para Women. 

There is also much reason to apprehend that some epidemic 
influence is concerned in the greater or less frequency of this 
terrible malady. 

In two thousand deliveries, of which Cazeaux had charge at the 
Hotel Dieu and the College de la Faculte, there were but three 
cases of convulsions; while in his service at La Clinique, during 
only four mouths, there were seven cases of this kind. Dr. For- 
dyce Barker mentions having seen, during the winter of 1870, five 
cases in one day, three of which occurred in private practice and 
two in Bellevue Hospital; and on another day of the same week 
he saw, in consultation, three other cases. Andral, Duges, Davis, 
Simpson, and Meigs have remarked the same fact. 

The exciting causes of puerperal convulsions are very numerous 
and varied. Any excentric cause of irritation may, by destroying 
the equilibrium of the nervous system, precipitate an attack, as in- 
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digestion, constipation, excessive distention of the uterus, reflex 
pains, moral shocks, digital examinations, the application of for 
ceps, the introduction of the hand into the uterus, ete. I feel con- 
fident that I have seen the first paroxysm excited by the introduc- 
tion of the hand into the uterus for the purpose of removing the 
placenta. Post-partum seizures may result from the presence of 
clots, or from the retention of a portion of the placenta in the 
womb. 


GComnrmwication. 


THE MILWAUKEE TEST.—MINORITY REPORT. 





Presented to the Strate Hom patuic MepicaL Society, February 11th, 1880, by H. M. 
Patne, M. D., Albany, N. Y. 





The committee appointed at the last annual meeting of the 
society to co-operate with the Milwaukee Academy of Medicine in 
its investigations designed to determine the efficacy of the thirtieth 
Hahnemannian potency respectfully present the following report: 

As soon as practicable, after the adjournment of the meeting, the 
chairman prepared a circular setting forth the objects designed to 
be accomplished by the Milwaukee test. It was my purpose, in 
the construction of the circular, to present the simple facts bearing 
on the investigation without an expression of the sentiments en- 
tertained by either of the members of the committee. Accordingly 
I mailed a copy of a statement, published in the May number of 
the Homeopathic Times, to each of my colleagues. 

This form of announcement was not approved by them. Their 
views are expressed at length in the same journal. On receiving 
the expression of their sentiments, it became obvious that they 
were not disposed to enter upon the work entrusted to their charge 
by the society. J then prepared a rejoinder. My colleagues subse- 
quently added a statement explanatory of their position. The 
statements alluded to, published in the Hommopathic Times, were 
intended for publication and distribution to the profession in the 
form of a circular. ‘This was found to be impracticable, no appro- 
priation for that purpose haying been made by the society. 

Partly on account of the announcement being limited to com- 
paratively a few physicians, and partly on account of the remark- 
able and unaccountable unwillingness on the part of the believers 
in the use of high potencies to engage in the proposed trial, no 
application for the series of test vials have been received by the 
committee. 
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Iam informed by Dr. Potter, under date of February 5th, that 
the report of Professor Ladd, of Bowdoin College, was presented 
and read at a meeting of the Milwaukee Academy, held February 3d. 
The report showed but one correct result out of forty-one trials by 
as many different experimenters, The arsenicum package, a two- 
vial test, was named correctly. The same party failed, as did all 
the others, to indicate the correct number in the ten-vial aconite 
test. 

To every earnest seeker after truth, the inference would appear 
to be plain, that the power of the thirtieth attenuation to induce 
disease, or in any way influence the normal functions of the system, 
has been greatly overestimated. Moreover, another inference is 
likely to follow, viz., that the disease controlling influence of the 
thirtieth attenuation has been also greatly overrated. 

However that may be, doubters of the healing efficacy of the 
thirtieth and all high potencies have been looking for the result 
at last wrought out by the Milwaukee test. They instituted a 
series of experiments, so conducted as to secure impartial and re- 
liable evidence by believers in high attenuations themselves; and 
the resultant testimony is just what the non-believers anticipated. 

Without doubt it is just what the believers in high potencies 
also expected. Hence, almost to a man, they have refrained from 
indorsing this test, in order that they might more easily avoid 
accepting its results as in any sense weakening their argument or 
proving the unsoundness of their position. 

They evidently desire to be left alone in the undisturbed enjoy- 
ment of the privilege of announcing their exceptional cures 
by irrational and hypothetical measures, which have long since, 
froma homaopathic- point of view, been proven untrustworthy, and 
have been repudiated by many, probably a large majority, of 
homeeopathists. 

It seems to me that the results of this remarkable and thorough 
trial, when fully understood and accepted by homceopathists, will 
goa great way in support of more rational, reasonable, and philo- 
sophical views of homaopathy, and will diminish the force of the 
very, extravagant asseverations put forth by reputed homeeopathists, 
frequently those holding prominent positions in our medical schools, 
in behalf of a method of treatment which is evidently non-homo- 
pathic, and ought, without the least hesitation, to be promptly dis- 
carded by the hommopathie medical profession. 

Inasmuch as this series of trials will assist in dispelling the illusion 
that the thirtieth potency possesses disease producing properties, let 
now a series of equally thorough experiments be so conducted as 
to furnish the approximate ratio of cures in any given number of 
cases. We shall then have data that will indicate conclusively 
Whether or not high potencies possess Aealing properties, and 
whether all the reputed cures accredited to them are purely hypo- 
thetical, and occur with no greater frequency than would naturally 
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take place under magnetic or psycological influences, without the 
intervention of medicine of any kind. 

Dr. Samuel Potter has very clearly shown in his admirable and 
unanswerable argument, in substance, that chemistry is anable to 
furnish proof of the material presence of the medicine beyond the 
third attenuation; that the spectroscope gives no evidence beyond 
the fifth; the microscope none beyond the seventh; and that the 
theory of molecular magnitudes (mathematical demonstration) 
stops at the eleventh centesimal dilution.* Science, therefore, 
fails to demonstrate the pussibility of the presence of the drug in 
any higher attenuation than the tenth or eleventh.+ 

The Milwaukee test proves, almost beyond question, that the 
thirtieth attenuation possesses no medicinal properties. 

Dr. C. Wesselheft has conclusively demonstrated the fallacy 
of Hahnemann’s assumptions regarding the solubility of certain 
metalic substances. He says: 

“The hypothetically infinite divisibility of matter, and the actual 
behavior of certain substances under the methods of comminution 
in use, though widely different when properly examined, have 
hitherto been regarded as identical; but we should no longer 
remain in doubt as to the nature of substances in daily use, even 
if disclosures we shall have to accept do not harmonize with what 
we have regarded as true, or with what we would rather believe to 
be true. 

“If such disclosures oblige us to set aside a small portion of that 
which we have hitherto regarded as belonging to our list of medici- 
nal preparations, and if it compels us to set aside a portion of 
what we have regarded as a pathogenetic record; or if it should 
henceforth be necessary to regard a portion of our cures as no 
longer attributable to certain preparations supposed to contain 
medicinal substances, it will only be for the best advantage of 
homeopathy and its progress.” ; 

The specious theories of dynamization and the minimum dose, 
which Hahnemann originated, have been fully proven unsound 
and devoid of any scientific value as elements of correct homeo- 
pathic practice.* 

Dr. A. M. Piersons, of New York, has recently clearly shown 
that Hahnemann’s theory of the psoric origin of disease, at least as 
far as regards the treatment of tape-worm, is contradictory, unten- 
able, and of no utility in practice. 

Thus one after another of the hypothetical assumptions put 
forth by Hahnemann, on being subjected to rigid scientific inves- 


*The logical basis of the high potency question. 

+Transactions of the American Institute of Homcopathy, 1878. 

* American Observer, pages 234 and 311, 1879. Also transactions of the New York State 
Homeeopatiic Medical Society, vol. 15, 1879. 





” ¢Medical Investigator, January 15, 1880. 
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tigation, have been found useless in practice, false in theory, and 
are being discarded by true homcopathists. 

In view of these facts homceopathists perceive the gradual elim- 
ination of error and development of truth in medicine. While 
they regret that Hahnemann should have labored so assiduously to 
build up so much that his followers are required to pull down and 
discard, they honor him for his great originality and boldness, and 
hold his name in grateful remembrance for the vast benefits to 
humanity derivable from the principle which he enunciated and 
the system of therapeutics which he so fearlessly and effectively 
promulgated. : 

The committee would suggest that a summary of the results of 
the Milwaukee test, when published, be incorporated into this 
report. 

H. M. PAINE. 


High Potency Molecules. 





SAMUEL POTTER, M. D., MILWAUKEE, WIS. 





After three-quarters of a century of Hahnemannic spiritism, it 
seems that the advocates of the high potencies are looking over 
the garden wall, and endeavoring to entice science into their un- 
holy precincts. Finding that “cures” don’t make as interesting 
reading as formerly, they begin to hang out their faith as based on 
science. ‘To be fashionable now-a-days, one must be scientific, or 
nothing; and so our quondam science-sneezers are now calling out 
from their rookery— 

** ‘Come into my parlor, do,’ sweet Science, don’t pass by, 
For it’s the prettiest (whited sepulchre) of a parlor, dear, that—”’ 

But the ery is unavailing; science heeds not, and those who con- 
temned her so lately are obliged to dress themselves in some cf her 
east-off clothes, and to travel round the country with a label 
around their necks, begging every passer-by to observe that they 
are now sfricily scientific. 

These though‘ are excited by an article in the “Scientific 
Department” o i ANVESTIGATOR for February, which attempts 
to drag the atomic theory at the tail of the high-potency kite. 
But mark the contrast! Over in Michigan we have a “ professor ” 
who, driven by the poverty of his surroundings, found it to his 
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interest lately to abandon the stolen garb of science he formerly 
wore, and declare himself to be a shingler of the shinglers—Anglicé, 
a rabid dynamizationist. In order to effectually prove that he is a 
genuine article, he proceeds to sneeze at the atomic theory, while 
his brother dynamist in New York hugs it to his soul as the chief 
corner-stone in his temple. How can they both be right? well 
might their readers ask, if there were not an easier solution of the 
difficulty, namely, that they may both be wrong. 


Dr. Woodruff picks up all kinds of molecules, disease molecules, 
and drug ones, measures them, lays them alongside of a blood- 
disc, mixes them, triturates them, succusses them, and after labor- 
ing over the molecular mass, finds the whole truth “in a nut- 
shell,” he tells us; and what is it? “Parturiunt montes, nascetur 
ridiculus mus.” ‘The same old post hoe, ergo propter hoc, that the 
high potencies * do act curatively and quickly in many instances, 

* * even to the 100,000th attenuation.” This is the only fact 
stated in this so-called scientific paper, the rest being a theory 
which the doctor kindly announces, and waits ‘ patiently for any 
who are disposed to prove its fallacy.” Don’t wait, my dear sir, 
very long; no one is going to give themselves the trouble of dis- 
proving your theory, even though you, like Anaxagoras 2,500 
years ago, can “see no reason why drug molecules may not be 
divided and subdivided ad infinitum.” In making such a state- 
ment you cast away your last plank; you reject the yery founda- 
tion-stone upon which the whole atomic theory which you invoke 
rests; you cut the cord which holds you to your chosen ancherage, 
and no one will care to prevent your drifting, because you have 
shown that you do not know even the characteristic features of a 
tiller when you have had one in your hand. 


Afterall, there is no need to waste words upon such speculations, 
even if they were consistent with themselves. The great central 
pivot about which the whole question revolves is the truth or 
fallacy of the so-called facts (cures). 'Chat cures follow the admin- 
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istration of high potencies no man of sense denies; that they are 
ever caused by high potencies few men of sense believe, even 
among those who use them.* As psycological agents they have 


undoubted power, as well as love, joy, fear, etc., which also make 
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many cures; yet who among sane men would try to count the 
molecules in a mother’s love, or reckon up the “ primordial atoms” 
in a fit of jealousy! That they (the potencies) cure by virtue of 
any drug-power no man has yet demonstrated in any test where he 
was surrounded by scientific safeguards; and until that is done 
*twere better for their advocates to stick to Hahnemann’s spirit- 
theory of dynamization, and forbear to call on the name of science, 
Science means knowledge, not mysticism; and when mystics call 
upon her she turns her back, and does not even grant them a piece 
of the hem of her garment. 

* Dr. E. M. Hale, of the Chicago Homeopathic College, puts the question well. THe says 
(New Remedies, 5th ed., page 663): “I have known of and have myself cured old obstinate 
agues With Sulph. 30th and 200th, * * Arsenicum 30h and 1,c00th, * * have also 
known similar cases to be cured by other dynamic forces, such as diversion of mind, the in- 
fluence of hope and joy, the excitement incident to an intended journey, and even a mistake 


aus tothe time of day. And such cures ure often just as good and veritable as when made 
with dynamized medicines.” 


MILWAUKEE, January 26, 1880. 
Dear Dr. Wetmore : 

In your journal just received there is a little matter which needs 
explanation. I did not say that my name was used by vou as 
Curator without my consent, but I said more, to this effect. That 
I had consented, provided no qualifying title, such as “ Homeo- 
pathic,” “ Modern School,” or ‘‘ Rational School,” was affixed to 
your College. That your programme appeared, with the title 
“Modern School” and my name as “ Curator,” and that I let it re- 
main so, not wishing to be captions about it. In the published re- 
mark in the September number of the Hahnemannian Monthly all 
the explanatory portion of my letter as above was omitted, But 
ht Winslow was going to publish what I 


enough. I never thoug g 

told him, or I would not have said even that, lest it might hurt 
your school. Permit me to assure you again of my cordial sympa- 
thy with your aims, and my wishes for a very successful carrer for 
your College. 

I regard the dogmatic intolerance of the guiding spirits of Hom- 
gopathy asa symptom which must retard the progress of that 
school as a scientific body, and hope that many believers in simiélia 
will range themselves in line with you, to break down all hide- 
bound mysticism in a practical art, like medicine. 
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However, I must adhere to the objection made in the first in- 
stance, namely, the use of any such term as “ Hom«opathie,” or 
“ Modern School,” in connection with your College, which, I think, 
will seriously affect its usefulness. 

Very truly yours, SAMUEL Porter. 

Evidently there was a misunderstanding concerning the Cura- 
torship. We well remember the doctor expressed a great dislike to 
the terms referred to, but we did not understand that the objec- 
tion was so great as isTrepresented. 

His letter should have been published with Dr. Pain’s, in our 
last issue; but with another in this number, serves to show 
which way the wind blows. The leading minds in rational homeo- 
pathy, the ¢rwe science of medicine, are in favor of non-sectarian- 
ism, and almost every day we are receiving letters from some of the 
best homeopathic practitioners in the land. “Cut off your front 
name; students do not want the term on their diplomas, but they 
want to be taught everything that is practical, and ‘ Physicians 
and Surgeons’ covers the whole ground.” This was our idea from 
the start, and we selected for a name “The Buffalo College of Ra- 
tional Medicine,” with this motto: Similia Similibus Curantur et 
Omnibus Experimentia Bonus. But we were ruled out by our 
confrérés and trustees. Our next choice was our present name, 
minus the adjective, and we called attention to the Boston Uni- 
versity School of Medicine, Pulte Medical College, ete., ete. Their 
proclivities are all well known without having the word Homao- 
PATHIC prominent to meet the gaze of many who dislike the pro- 
mulgation of a distinctive dcgma. 





REX¥FoRD Fats, February 26, 1880. 
My Dear Investigator: 

The article on the Molecule, by Dr. Woodruff, led me into the fol- 
lowing investigation. I have a trituration of Bi-chromate Potash, 
1 x. I placed some of it under the 4 inch object glass of my mi- 
croscope. The grains of Bi-chromate were distinctly visible and iso- 
lated. I could easily count them. The sugar lay in clusters of 
grains, by itself. A 2 x trituration of bin. iodide. mere. gave a 


similar appearance, but the calomel grains were further apart, and 
were more in Clusters, 
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A3 x trituration of sepia. gave a like appearance, but the calo- 
mel masses were still further apart, with apparently pure sugar oc- 
cupying the large interspace. 

I always supposed that in a good trituration there was an inti- 
mate blending of the drug with the sugar. Thebi-chrom potash I 
obtained from Appleby, the other from Boericke and Tafel. 

Respectfully, W. E. Rocers. 

After receiving the above we were induced to examine the same 
specimens in the 6th, using a fourch-inch objective, and after two 
hours’ earnest endeavor we were obliged to desist, all efforts to find 
anything (but sugar) proving futile excepting in the bin. iodide 
mere. preparation. 

In this minute globules of mercury were occasionally seen, and 
only in the interspaces, as Dr. Rogers has reported, and “ sac lac ” 
in clusters, Evidently the material existed in the others in the 
same proportion, but when we consider that in the 6th we only 
have the 1,000,000th part of a grain, we must not expect to find it 
very readily. 

What do these results in microscopical examination signify ? 
They must prove that in trituration the material or molecules can- 
not be uniformly distributed; that in several doses of the same bulk 
or weight there may be many more atoms in some than in others, 
and it occurred to us that this fact might account for aggravations 
in the first or last dose we hear so much about. Doubtless some 
of the believers in the millionth potencies will say so, and hence 
they attenuate by solution, and then moisten pellets or powers. 

Novus VERRONS. 


Dover, N. H., March 1, 1880. 
S. W. Wermorg; M. D.: 

Dear Sir — The Physicians and Surgeons’ Investigator of Feb- 
ruary, 1880, was received, and I hail it with joy as a medical jour- 
nal which is likely to bring about more harmony among physi- 
cians. Your editorial and the communication of Dr. Paine have 
the right ring for that purpose. If the names Allopathic, Homeo- 
pathic, and Eclectic are discarded, practitioners can openly and 
honestly apply all they have learned of the systems of therapeutics, 
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and the nick-named Allopath would not be charged with stealing 
from Hahnemann’s system, and vice versa. Many physicians, if 
they illustrated correctly their modes of treatment, would have to 
call themselves Allohomeehystroisoeclectropaths; and, if we con- 
sider the low and high-potentists, the mother-tincturist, the alter. 
natists, depletionists, etc., and the various conditions and demands 
of our patients, how many practitioners do we find who strictly 
adhere to one or the other system? All those who are convinced 
of the truth and superiority of one or the other mode of medical 
treatment, or even of contraria contrariis curantur, or of similia 
stmilibus curantur, will certainly be better enabled to impart their 
convictions and knowledge, if they keep themselves on a level with 
all educated physicians, and use only the names Medical College, 
Medical Society, and Physician. 

The following resolutions were discussed and adopted, and the 
undersigned fellowship with all practitioners, who have a legal 
medical education, and do not advertise or have on their signs the 
names Allopath, Homcopath, Eclectic, etc. We deem it just as 
presumptuous to call ourselves extraordinary men as to prefix 
those names. With the sincere hope that a union may be estab- 
lished among all true physicians for the sake of mutual improve- 
ment, and more united action for the welfare of suffering human- 
ity, I remain, yours truly, 


CARL H. HORSCIH, 


Dover, N. I1., February, 1880. 


We, the undersigned, assuming that entire liberty of thought 
and freedom of opinion are absolutely essential to real progress in 
the science and art of medicine, 


Resolve, First, That we will in no way approve, sanction, or 
hold allegiance to any organization, society, or name which, by 
giving exceptional prominence and authority to any exclusive med- 
ical dogma or system of practice, tends to limit such freedom of 
thought or opinion. 


Second, That we will recognize, professionally, those, and only 


such, honorable and well accredited Physicians as in their medical 
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associations and conduct conform to the spirit of the foregoing 
resolution. 


Dr, Levi G. Hirt, Dr. Pau A. SrackPo.Le, 

c TJ. W. Pray, “ Joun R. Ham, 

“« Cart H. Horscn, “«  Joun G. Pike, 

« James I. Wueever, *“ Cuarves A. FairBANKS, 
“« Jason W. Drake, ‘“ Cuarces A. Turts, 

“« Arpert G. Fenner, “6M. C. Laturop, 

“« Epwarp 8. Berry, “Wa. 3. Mack, 

“« D. T. P. CuamBer.iy, * James Pirts, 


« A, Noe. SMITH, 


Medical Department. 





TREATMENT OF ENDO-METRITIS AND ENDO-CERVICITIS. 

As many patients have come to me from out of Buffalo suffer- 
ing from these annoying and debilitating complaints, who have 
been receiving treatment from their family physician for months 
or years, I feel that an article on this subject may not be out of 
place. 

In the first place, the patient will seek the advice of a physician, 
in consequence of the profuse discharge or occasional effect called 
Pruritis of the Vulva, or pains in the back and uterus, or sterility, 
or some symptom which will warrant him in making an examina- 
tion. When he sees this tenaceous, stringy mucous, resembling 
the uncooked white of egg, it is a sure indication that the mucous 
membrane of one or both of these are inflamed, If the discharge 
is clear and transparent, it probably is not of very long standing; 
but if yellow, or has the appearance of pus mixed with it, the in- 
dications are that it is endo-metritis, and of a very chronic and 
persistent character. The cervix is dilated almost always in both 
diseases, If it originates in the uterine mucous membrane, the 
pain will be more severe in the uterus behind the pubis, and it will 
usually appear swollen and tender. On introducing a sound these 
membranes are very apt to bleed, showing an ulcerated or a highly 
congested condition. 

The most successful treatment I have ever found for these dis- 
eases is Cin. Ist,and Pul, Ist, about twenty drops of each into two 
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separate glasses half full of water. Teaspoonful doses from one 
to two hours apart in alternation, and an injection into the uterus 
or cervix, as the case may be, of an ordinary uterine syringe full 
of Sul. of Hydrastia, about seven grains to the ounce of water once 
a week. The solution should not be used unless the temperature 
be raised to that of the body. After it is injected let it remain 
there as long as possible by keeping the patient in a recumbent 
position. It may produce some pain, but it will be slight if the 
temperature is 98° or 99° When the discharge is of the transpar- 
ent variety three or four injections will suffice, and I have cured 
many with only one. In the muco-purulent variety, longer time is 
required, There are many indications for remedies which will 
have to be met, but in the general run of cases this treatment will 
be found to succeed admirably. The Pruritis cannot be cured 
until the discharge is cured, if it should be incident to the disease, 
The ulcerated os, which often follows these disorders, should be 
treated with equal parts of glycerine and carbolic acid, then care- 
fully washed off with water. An ointment of Hydrastis, Baptisia, 
and Simple Cerate applied to the ulcer and held there by cotton will 
aid greatly in healing them. As arule they should not be treated 
oftener than once a week. It is my opinion that any physician 
who will resort to the use of caustics in any of the above diseases 
is an enemy to the human race, and for every stricture he pro- 
duces should suffer a legal penalty for malpractice. S. N. B. 


TOLERANCE. 





Here is what Hahnemann wrote during the latter years of his 
life : 

“No reasonable physician can be satisfied with practicing within 
the limits of antiquated rules, derived from speculative theories, 
instead of pureexperiments. His object is to cure the sick; and 
the innumerable powers of nature, WITHOUT EXCLUDING ANY, have 
been assigned to him to affect that process of regeneration, And 
to carry out such noble ends he ought to have a right to dispose of 
the curative powers of nature; for the preservation or partial regen- 
eration of the body is a more noble deed than any of the boasted 
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deeds of history. But he ought likewise to be permitted to employ 
the powers in THAT FORM AND QUANTITY which seem to him the 
most adequate and the most conformable to experience and wis- 
dom; in this respect no restriction ought to be imposed upon him as 
a free and independent man, provided he is endowed with the nec- 
essary power and knowledge to preserve human life, and with that 
delicate conscience which every one whom God has appointed a 
guardian of human life should possess.” 

The italics are ours. The above embodies all that the Homeo- 
pathic College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo claims; and 
any one offering opposition to ¢his must certainly own that he is 
not a Hahnemannian Homeeopath, but an outgrowth, perhaps a 
limb or a knot, or possibly a wart. But we do not wish it to be 
understood that we teach such doctrine because Hahnemann did, 
but because we believe it to be the correct one, and only mention 
it here in order that we may show the “pure in heart” that they 
are not quite as pure in heart as their old master whom they pre- 
tend to almost worship. He would use anything to promote a 
cure or to relieve suffering, while they must have pure and unadul- 
terated homeopathy, live or die, sink orswim. We cannot but class 
them with the allopath bigots, and think that is the meanest 
thing we can say of them. Gentlemen of both schools, come out of 
your narrow contracted holes, and get into the broad sunlight of 
tolerance, and bask in the rays of a noble, generous, and liberal 
feeling towards all, and see how happy you will be! You will 
think that you have been rejuvinated, if you do not feel that you 
have been born again. S. N. B. 


Editorial Department. 


THE FIRST ANNUAL COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 





Of the Homeopathic College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Buffalo took place at the College Building, Thursday evening, 
February 26th. The amphitheatre was completely packed with 
ladies and gentlemen, friends of the institution. 
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The Rev. Jay J. Brayton opened the exercises by some very elo. 
quent remarks, which prefaced a very appropriate prayer. After 
which the Dean read the report of the meeting of the Board of 
Trustees granting the degree of Doctor in Medicine to be con- 
ferred upon the following named students: 

Mrs. Anna H. Pierce, Arcade, N. Y. 
Mrs, Sallie B. Henderson, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Charles R. Cole, Ellsworth, Maine. 
Lemuel R. Ware, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Rosto O. Wood, ” - 


Ernst von Schwenburg, Otto, “ 

The Dean also announced that the Faculty considered two of 
the Thesis worthy of honorable mention. One, the “ Anatomy of 
the Eye, its Diseases and Treatment,” by Annie H. Pierce, and 
“ Hernia, the Varieties and Treatment,” by Chas. R. Cole. 

The Hon. Geo. W. Cothran, LL.D., and President of the College, 
then conferred the degrees, and delivered his address — which can 
be found on the first page. 

Prof. A. A. Hubbell, M. D., then followed with a very able and 
elaborate address and an impressive charge to the graduates. After 
which followed the Valedictory, by Rosto O. Wood, M.D. 

Everybody seemed full of cheer, joyous and happy, and many 
were our congratulations on the result of our first effort. 

The Faculty have reason to feel proud of their first course of 
lectures, for they have been successful in more ways than one. 
First. They have surmounted the obstacles that were heaped up 
in their pathway by their enemies, who said they should never have 
a single lecture in the building. Figuratively speaking, that ex- 
pression proved true, for our lectures were muitiple, and no less 
than FIVE HUNDRED AND FORTY. 

Second. Our register will show we had ruirry-THREE students 
in actual attendance, siz of whom graduated with honor to them- 
selves and credit to the institution. 


Third. We believe this course of lectures has thoroughly demon- 
strated that the therapeutics of the Old and New School can be, 
has been, and always should be, taught together. 
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It has been the great aim of the Faculty to establish a curricu- 
lum that (while its paramount in Therapeutics would be in accord- 
ance with the law of correspondence) would be non-sectarian, and 
serve in time to break down the pathy wall, that the dion and the 
lamb might come together and live in peace and unity. 


All over the land, and from every quarter of the globe, we hear 
the ery, “let liberality, reason, and truth prevail.” 

The College of Physicians and Surgeons of Buffalo is the pioneer 
in the effort that is making to blend the therapeutics of the schools, 
and soon we hope and trust to see others fall into line, and fight 
for principle and the one system of medicine that knows no pathy 
but Tron. 

“Why, then, call yourselves Homeopathists ?”’ say our critics. 
To which we unhesitatingly respond, not from choice, although 
we sincerely believe that the majority of curable diseases are best 
treated by the close observance of the law that gave significance 
to the name. 

The elision of the term could be of no detriment to the denomi- 
nation; in our judgment, it would be benefited in every way —a 
great gain and no loss. In the minds of many it is the great bar- 
rier to progressive medicine, to professional tolerance and a high 
social status; to liberty of thought and action, to freedom of senti- 
ment, speech, and practice. 

Its name and extravagant notions have kept in abeyance the 
careful examination of the most scientific method of treating dis- 
ease, for the great mass of professional men have been tutored 
from their early pupilage to look upon it opprobriously. It has 
proven the great obstacle to admission to army, navy, and health 
boards. 

Its exclusive dogma limits the research of its pupils, curbs the 
ambition of the practitioner, checks the progress of liberality and 
reform, and brands its votaries in the estimation of the majority 
as charlatans, 

The student should not be fettered by any dogma, pathy, or ism. 
The broad fields of science and art should be his realm, and he 
should be permitted to bask in the glowing light of reason and ex- 
perience. 
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If all this be true, why hesitate or cavil? Why falter in our 
duty to science, our chosen professsion, our patrons, our pupils, and 
ourselves ? 

If these are facts, why should not every honest, upright repre- 
sentative of our school who acknowledges the truth of our asser- 
tions (and their name is legion) put his shoulder to the wheel that 
is blocked simply by fear and timidity, and hurl it into the arena 
of non-sectarianism ? TRANsEAT IN Exempium, 





Dr. Samuel Potter, of Milwaukee, Wis., is preparing a unique 
book entitled INDEX oF CompaRaATive THERAPEUTICS. ‘The plan 
is admirable, and doubtless will meet the approval of every non- 
bigoted hom«opathist in the land, and every rational physician 
should subscribe for it. ‘lhe manner in which the INDEX is to be 
arranged may be seen in our February number, under “ Studies in 
Therapeutics.” It will be ready to issue soon. Price, in morocco 
tucks, delivered, not to exceed $2. Send in your subscriptions, 
and encourage the author in the undertaking that is sure to prove 
of great utility to the profession generally. 


Just as we go to press we are in receipt of one of the most im- 
portant books of the age. We refer to A Manual of the Principles 
and Practice of Operative Surgery, by the well known Surgeon, 
Stephen Smith, M. D., Surgeon to Bellevue and St. Vincent Hos- 
pitals, New York City. It is the second edition, fully illustrated. 
One volume crown, 8vo., 697 pages, and costs $4 in cloth, and $4.50 
roan. Published by Houghton, Osgood & Company, Boston, Mass., 
and 21 Astor Place, New York. And like everything which comes 
from this old, well established and reliable house, it is neat and 
complete. Next month we shall give a review of this great addition 
to surgical literature—one which Prof. 8. D. Gross pronounces 
a “great book, and that ¢/ has not its equal in any language.” 


We purposed publishing Dr. Gregg’s lectures on Diphtheria, as 
suggested in our February issue, but he has concluded it would be 
better to have them published all at once in pamphlet form, and 
save time. They will be ready for distribution soon. 
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ON THE VALUE OF THE Dt PENDENT PosITION OF THE HEAD IN 
OPERATIONS ON THE MouTH AND THROAT.—Thomas Annandale, 
Regius Professor of Clinical Surgery in the University of Edin- 
burgh, writes as follows in the Lancet : 

Eighteen months ago, when removing the greater part of the 
lower jaw, including its symphysis, I tried the plan of allowing 
the patient’s head to tall over the edge of the table. Although the 
tongue immediately fell back towards the posterior wall of the 
pharynx after the attachments of the tongue to the jaw had been 
freely divided, the man’s breathing was perfectly easy—much more 
so than when the head was raised or lay level with the trunk. Be- 
fore the »atient left the theatre I demonstrated this fact several 
times to the students present, and thoroughly convinced them and 
myself of its correctness. 

The experience of this case led me to place the head in the same 
position in my next operation on the throat (thyrotomy); and since 
then I have performed many operations in this way on the mouth 
and throat with complete success, and with great facility as regards 
the prevention of blood passing into the air passages, the obtain- 
ing of a good view of the parts, and the carrying out of the neces- 
sary manipulations. 

Among the operations in which I have used this method have 
been, a second case of thyrotomy, two cases of tumor of the palate, 
one case of large epulis, and three cases of cleft palate. In all these 
operations I have been impressed with the advantages of this posi- 
tion of the head. Complete anesthesia, by means of chloroform and 
ether, has been kept up without any inconvenience during the 
whole proceedings. 

My present meethod of keeping the head in this position is to 
have it hang over the end of the table and supported there by the 
hands of an assistant; but Iam having a little addition made to 
my operating table, which will allow the head to be supported 
in this position more efficiently. 





Hypropromic ErHer, oR BRoMIDE OF EtHyL.—Dr, Laurence 
Turnbull, in the summer of 1877, introduced the use of hydrobro- 
mic ether to the profession. He first experimented upon himself 
as to the safety and the advantages of it as an anesthetic, and since 
that time he has employed it in numerous operations, He has 
proved the following facts in referenc 0 %*: 

ist. That it is safe as an anesthei cing rapid in its action, and 
also being eliminated from the body ,,uickly. 

2d. It is much more agreeable in its odor and taste than the or- 
dinary ether. 

3d. The cost is now about thirty cents per ounce. 
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4th. Vomiting is very rare, unless the stomach has been recently 
filled to repletion. 

5th. That the pulse is increased in force and volume, and respi- 
ration very slightly increased over the normal; the pupil does not 
seem to be influenced except in a slight degree. 

6th. In some eases there remains an odor like mustard about the 
patient where the ether has been used in a protracted operation. 

Drs. Levis, of Philadelphia, and Byford, of Chicago, have also 
used it and recommended it.— Philadelphia Times. 


DWedicnl Hews and Disrellany, 





Optical—Mr. J. M. Ollendorff, whose card can be found in the 
INVESTIGATOR, has the contidence of the occulists of this city. He 
thoroughly understands his specialty of fitting spectacles and eye- 
glasses, and we cheerlully recommend him, as he deserves the favor 
and confidence of the public and profession. 


We would direct especial attention to Parke, Davis & Co.’s 
Cascara Cordial. For an aperient, laxative, or a cathartic, it sur- 
passes everything we have ever used. We daily prescribe it in 
dyspepsia and habitual constipation. It is not unpleasant to take, 
and with children a small dose is very eflicient. 


Grape Sugar.—We understand that the malsters and brewers 
object to some of the deductions drawn by Prof. Dopp in his arti- 
cle on Grape Sugar in the February number, They say they do 
not use it, and that it ¢s injurious in lager beer, It is an open 
question, and we would like a short article, right to the point, if 
they feel so disposed. 


Lactopeptine.—It is unnecessary for us to speak in praise of this 
remedy in difficulties of the stomach, as all know its virtues; yet 
we desire to call attention to it in our advertising columns, and to 
the many recommendations accompanying it. [Lt certainly is su- 
perior to anything of that kind in the market that we are ac- 
quainted with. 


Reed & Carnrick, the well-known manufacturing pharmacists, 
are impressing the profession very favorably by their Maltine prep- 
arations. We would particularly call attention to their JMalto- 
Yerbine. For bronchial difficulties, coughs and colds, irritation of 
the mucous membrane, and chronic pulmonary affections, it has 
proved in our practice a valuable remedy. All these goods can be 
found at Wm. IL. Tibbs’ drug store, 235 Main St., Buffalo, N. Y., 
and druggists generally throughout the United States and Canada. 
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Page 103, for watery ‘‘mucous,” read, mucus. 

Page 105, for ‘‘Mirabile Dictre,” read Mirabile Dictu. 
In Editorial page 112, for ‘‘feginows,” read ferruginous. 
For “concedeing,” read conceding. 

Page 113, for submit ‘*their,” read its. 

For “the shall,” read I shall. 

For “distinction” dogma, read distinctive dogma, 

Page 114—top line—for ‘‘they” are not a few, read there are not a few. 
Page 114, for ad ‘‘nauseum” read nauseam. 

For “dinamisation,” read dynamisation. 

For “mans sanety,” read man’s sanity. 

Page 115, for “lisence,” read license. 


Noteé.—The Editorial accidentally went to press before the proof 
was read. 





